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Grestings ! odorry | haven't been in touch very
siten but it really HAS been quite an eventful year...
znd it's hard to believe that 1t's nearly over. Anyway,
a yery cerry Christmas to all the readers of Guony's
gzzetie  througoout the world (This newsletter mnow
reaches such esotic locations as Canada, England,
finland, israel, Japan, The MNetherlands, New Zealand,
Gguth Arrica, The U.S. of A., ¥ales and West Germany.
Gh, yes, and bits of Australia, too. | hope you're all
weil ana wish you all the best for 1988.

MERRY CHRISTMAS !

JAMBOREE

[he year began at the World Jamboree in Sydney. There
yze quite a build-up to this before hand, with Melbourne
peing overrun with scouts on tour, most of whom seemed
to be Aserican. Hy fasily and | hosted four young Dutch
lacdies and | acted as tour guide and chauffeur, driving
ta such places as the Healesvilie wWildlife Sanctuary and
Phitiip Istand. 1t was after viewing the penguins waddle

ashore that we met up with a van full of German scouters

shich lad to an international sing-along back at The
Gunnery

The lazboree itself had a terriftic atmosphere of
goodvill and friendship. Everyone had a great time and
nade lots of new friends. | later described it to people
uhc weren't there ag 'a party that lasted ten days with
14,000 seople who are all your best friends'. Even the
saszive thunderstorm, which managed to flatten haif the
tenis on site, did not ruin the wonderful atmosphere.
(Fartunztely for se, the flash tloods missed my tent by
= iew 1nches and 1 stayed nice and dry) The whole event
yas an ciperience | would hate to have missed. So many
neopla irou ditferent cultures, all enjoying themselves
togecher, gives you hope for mankind.

WIANT 7o 1300 HOVSE?

For those of you who have stayed at The Gunnery, my
hol1day house 1n Dalyston, some sad news. ['m selling
it! That's right; no more dusty bedrooms, no more smaky
voodstove, no more cold, wet, midnight trips to the
outdoor toilet. Well, the maintenence was getting beyond
ae; the wooden boards were deteriorating faster than we
could keep them painted, the garage was leaning at an
even more alarming angle, the TV ariei had been bent by
the weight of several parrots and magpies (so you could
only pick up one channel and that was all squashed up
and dark) and it wvas a major espedition just to mow the
huge lawn. So, |'m moving out: l've had an offer for it
(quite a good offer, really) and hopefully it will be
sold by Christmas.

But that's not ali: ['ve been bullding another
house! This one 18 just down the road in Wonthaggi. It's
on a smaller block of land, but it’s made of BRICK with
a "Decrabond® roof, so it won't need painting. And it's
NEW and it's tully carpetted and it has bullt-in
wardrobes and it has an indoor itoilet!! (With SEWERAGE!)
's not totally breaking with -tradition, hovever; the
totiet will eventvally be decorated in a most eccentric

manner and I's retaining the Visitors Book, of course.

| doubt 1f The Gunnery Il will be habitable before
the middle of January but with & bit of Juck ['l1 be
able to store my furniture there (in the garage) until
the house 13 completed. I'm only keeping the best of the
furniture from the old place (Hy. iron bedstead, cedar
chest ot drawers, the dining table, etc.) while the rest
of the junk I's leaving for the new owners (the old
retrigerator, the old“TV, the old wardrobes...) |'ve

also bought myselt a rather nice lounge suite which 1’11
have to pick up soon.
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lhls year, l ve th into the hablt Ot SEEIHQ : 1 Int more
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bl “'WUC*V movies than before, and |'m now, along with a few of my

Lag. junz, | turfied thirty (frightening, isn't it?) and, friends, one of the trequent patrons of the Valhalla
along ulih friends of mine; Toa, who was also having a Cinema, a delightful oid theatre that shows all ‘'sorts of
birihdav, and Jocko, who was having a flat-warming, we old fiims. Each Saturday thert is a $2 Matinee; a
Hesiiaiscuentiesibatty! |Everyonchharto cone ashd cartoon, an episode of an old sérial from the 30's or
A E L R e e Sone ety 40's, and the main teature 1s usually a comedy/ sciece
herrible clothes, We played lots of old Punk, ABSA, Bee tiction/ adventure. One weekend there was even a 24 hour
sees zna zeveral long-rergotten disco hits. We must have Science Fiction Marathon vhich | managed to stay
Leeu trondsetiers, because it wasn’t that much longer (tairly) avake through. All goo. fun and there are a few 7
sitzruards that some tlelbourne nightclubs stayted having iGe "catesneathy Lol [cecaver-din |alteruards: AY Ithe
Seventies Revival Nights! But we thought of it first! / mosent the Valhalla (so called after Norse Hythalogy -
it's where the old heroes go whan they die - in this
case movie heroes) i3 running a festival of the worst
| da K WONpepgUL Tlf‘f’_"—' KT THE WORLD movies ever made. |'m trying to work up the courage to
Sxeo W RAISBANE THiS, YEAR - NoT see a fev. /
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iy N W A QUEUE. 50 MUCK \ TELEPHONE UPDATE Telecos
D %2&%‘;“\5‘ —VERY WELC ORGANISED.

L
( Australia in it's infinite wisdom, . has
s H THE NIGHTLY decided te change all the telephone numbers .’
LEAOC?’,]PN:[;O? Ug;:g;k _ﬁsp‘\&) ‘\\]T FOUP\ . in my area, so if any of you have amy old
VR IEW IS o’ L \
< =
N \

VLS IR oo o ) ABOUE OPJ phone number or ome of my sddress cards, you
-‘o?;;_\i\_/:;.‘dSU\%Jggg'r_ggﬂcgbggﬁoUT, &REATFUN" might wvant to update them in case you're

ever 1n town and want to cull. My nev number
is (O3) 807 418D (The (03) Is
I recently attended yet another Science Fiction Just for long distance cails from outside
Lonvention in Helbourne (It was called ZENCON), where | Helbourne. ] _
J.5 noginated for the Best Artist Of 1968. vell, | /\ f\
didit*t vin, but at least | got a nomination. \/v \'v/\/\\/ i \
I uid manage, for the third time in a rov, to win a

prize in ¥ masquerade competition. My friend trom

luizzngiand, J8lake, and | entered as characters from the Nothing much else happenning in tiiz near future. | hope
Jﬂ French Cartoon strip "Asterix The Gaul®. to be attending two more scienct fiction conventions

Blake played the part of before antli during E:ster nex't ye:r - one's in hCanbezra,
Asterix, while | played the the other's in Perth, and we'll be driving the entire

//"\\ enormously fat Obelix, thanks 8,000 kilometres with four of us irva small van. [t's
/ \ to a huge pair of blue and our'Four States In A Week Tour, ard then another week
,{‘\\_\. vhite striped, coaing hous, AR
[ H “’\\ toam-rubber-padded trousers
///i which sy mother had been talked el -
. 17 into making for me. \/Aéo; A . NORTHERN | -
%;‘\‘\\‘*-N\ \ The Guests Of Honour were ACCU I TeRRITORY . -
] : ! ! Queensuanp
Hichael Keating and Paul Darrow MAP) AN s 3Rl
from the British TV series T . o« mme ) il
Blake's 7, and were most amused iy K-t
by our antics and presented us i
with a medal and a video movie. b I taney
Later, when | was in the men's AN el S ANBEUA
wachroon attempting to wvash the b= ML e
crange dye out of my hair and s _ ngs
beard, they walked in to So that’s all for this edition of Gunny's Gazette, |
discover me stripped to my hope you're all well and wish you the best for a very
underpants and my whole head merry Christmsas and a safe and prosperous New Year. (And
orange, as well as my hands, don't torget, there is aivays a 'spare bed, a cup of
shoulders, the sink, the walls coffee, a meal and a tour guide un hand for any weary
r 1,?' \( 2 and about fifty paper towels. travellers passing through Melbourne. It's a nice spot
\ ) Whenever they met me aftervards for a holiday. We'd love to see you.)
\\:)-\J. they always referred to me as . ) \
<"'Jw>w,’) . "our friend with the orange Fs. 5o{fg (.-(: thlS arrives latC w 1€ {:oof’f(Cd‘
— head®. 1'Il never iive it down. a while fo qet MYy Chris€mas cands prin

~AND | lo%t my address book !l



